
 Celebration of the Word and Communion 

12 April 2020 
 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 
Gathering of the Community Greeting 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Blessed be God, 
who enables us, through the Spirit, 
Bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

Today, we, the people of God, 
gather to hear and respond to God's word, 
to return praise and thanks. 
We look forward to that day 
when we will once more celebrate the Eucharist, 
as Christ commanded us to do in his memory. 
Our community makes its worship 
in union with the Church throughout the world, 
with Francis our Pope, Mark our bishop, 
our pastor, Father Adrian, who is unable to be with us, 
and with our brothers and sisters in neighbouring parishes 
who keep holy this day in the celebration of the Lord's 
sacrifice and supper. 
 

Opening Rite 

Before listening to the word, 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lord Jesus, you were sent to heal the contrite: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

You came to call sinners: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

You plead for us at the right hand of the Father: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Collect 

Let us pray. 

O God, who on this day, 
through your Only Begotten Son, 
have conquered death and unlocked for us the path to  
eternity, grant, we pray, that we who keep 
the solemnity of the Lord's Resurrection 
may, through the renewal brought by your Spirit, 
rise up in the light of life. 
 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading 

Acts 10:34, 37-43 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

We have eaten and drunk with him after his resurrec-
tion from the dead. 
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: You must 
have heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; about 
Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after 
John had been preaching baptism. God had anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit and with power, and because God 
was with him, Jesus went about doing good and curing 
all who had fallen into the power of the devil.' Now I, 
and those with me, can witness to everything he did 
throughout the countryside of Judaea and in Jerusalem 
itself: and also to the fact that they killed him by hang-
ing him on a tree, yet three days afterwards God raised 
him to life and allowed him to be seen, not by the whole 
people but only by certain witnesses God had chosen 
beforehand. Now we are those witnesses - we have eaten 
and drunk with him after his resurrection from the dead - 
and he has ordered us to proclaim this to his people and 
to tell them that God has appointed him to judge every-
one, alive or dead. It is to him that all the prophets bear 
this witness: that all who believe in Jesus will have their 
sins forgiven through his name.' 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 117:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
for his love has no end. 
Let the sons of Israel say: 
'His love has no end.'  

The Lord's right hand has triumphed; 
his right hand raised me up. 
I shall not die, I shall live 
and recount his deeds.  
 
The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes.  
 
Second Reading 

1 Corinthians 5:6-8 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the            
Corinthians 

Throw away the old yeast, that you may be new 
dough. 
You must know how even a small amount of yeast is 
enough to leaven all the dough, so get rid of all the old 
yeast, and make yourselves into a completely new batch 
of bread, unleavened as you are meant to be. Christ, our 
passover, has been sacrificed; let us celebrate the feast, 
by getting rid of all the old yeast of evil and wickedness, 
having only the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

1 Corinthians 5:7-8 

Sequence 

Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice and 
praise. 
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; 
and Christ, the undefiled, 
hath sinners to his Father reconciled. 
Death with life contended: combat strangely ended! 
Life's own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign. 
Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon the way. 
The tomb the Living did enclose; 
I saw Christ's glory as he rose! 
The angels there attesting; 
shroud with grave-clothes resting. 
Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before you into      
Galilee. 
That Christ is truly risen from the dead we know. 
Victorious king, thy mercy show! 
  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ has become our paschal sacrifice; 
let us feast with joy in the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel 

Matthew 28:1-10 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

He has risen from the dead and now he is going before 
you to Galilee. 
After the sabbath, and towards dawn on the first day of 
the week, Mary of Magdala and the other Mary went to 
visit the sepulchre. And all at once there was a violent 
earthquake, for the angel of the Lord, descending from 
heaven, came and rolled away the stone and sat on it. His 
face was like lightning, his robe white as snow. The 
guards were so shaken, so frightened of him, that they 
were like dead men. But the  angel spoke, and he said to 
the women, 'There is no need for you to be afraid. I know 
you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not 
here, for he has risen, as he said he would. Come and see 
the place where he lay, then go quickly and tell his       
disciples. "He has risen from the dead and now he is     
going  before you to Galilee; it is there you will see him." 
Now I have told you.' Filled with awe and great joy the 
women came quickly away from the tomb and ran to tell 
the disciples. 

And there, coming to meet them, was Jesus. 
'Greetings' he said. And the women came up to him 
and, falling down before him, clasped his feet. Then 
Jesus said to them, 'Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers that they must leave for Galilee; they will 
see me there.' 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Reflection on the Readings 
 

Profession of Faith 
 

In union with the whole Church, let us profess our faith. 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including 'the Virgin 
Mary', all bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father  al-
mighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
General Intercessions 
 

On this great day which the Lord has made by his rising 
from death to new life, we bring these special needs in our 
lives to him. 
 

For all the members of our Church worldwide, who  cele-
brate the conquering of sin and death by the resurrection of 
God's only Son, we pray to the Lord: 
 

For all elected officials, who have it within their power to 
bring peace and tranquility to the lives of those they gov-
ern, we pray to the Lord: 
 

For the needs of all worshipers, especially those who are 
visitors in our congregation today and those Catholics who 
have not been able to be with us in recent months, we pray 
to the Lord: 
 

For all adults who have never been baptised, that they be 
inspired to begin the journey to this sacrament, we pray to 
the Lord: 
 

For all who are seriously ill and for whom death is near, 
that they may find in the knowledge of the resurrection of 
Jesus the hope of their own rising to a new and better life, 
we pray to the Lord: 
 

Loving Father, receive our prayers this greatest of days as 
you did your obedient Son, Jesus. Grant us to know the 
peace of him who now rules at your right hand forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

Proclamation of Praise 
 

My soul glorifies the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her nothingness; 



 

ST PATRICK’S PARISH 
Mass centres: Gunalda, Gympie, Imbil, Kandanga, Kilkivan, Rainbow Beach, Tin Can Bay, Widgee 

 

As we gather we acknowledge the Gubbi Gubbi people and the Indigenous elders of this area, those  
who once lived here and into whose sacred space our forebears came, changing forever an older way of life. 

Dear Friends,     Happy Easter to you all! 
 

I know this Easter is unlike any other Easter you have celebrated in the past, but I believe that this Easter is one that 
has moved us out of our comfort zones to broaden how we see and do everything. We find ourselves in lockdown, 
only to discover the beauty of being still; we find ourselves working from home, spending time with our family, only to 
re-ignite the spark of family bond; we find our churches locked down, only to realize our spiritual bond and connec-
tion that goes far beyond the physical four walls of the church. I believe that the Spirit is hovering over us at this time, 
taking us to a future that is ever new with boundless possibilities of what it means to be human, drawing us to a unitive 
consciousness with the Divine.  
 

As we celebrate the Easter season in our homes at this time, it is a wonderful opportunity that invites us to embrace a 
“resurrection spirit” that is not bound in the four walls of the church, but one that enlivens every experience of our 
lives. Resurrection is not a one-time event or one that happens every year when we celebrate Easter, no. It is some-
thing that happens every day of our lives, through the choices we make and through the actions we take as a result of 
our choices in life.  
 

Every year the church invites us to follow the three-day pattern of life through the Holy Week celebrations of Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter celebration to plunge us into the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
reminding us that death will lead to life. As Richard Rohr said, death and life are the two sides of one coin. It seems 
we get to know what life is only when we have experienced some kind of death in our lives. It is something 
that is built into the very fabric of creation.  
 

Right now, the experience of the Coronavirus pandemic is like a death, a horrifying death experience in our world, but 
one I believe is a kind of death that will lead to new life, a resurrection in our world, in our nation, in our communities, 
in our homes, in our families, in our hearts. I’d encourage you to begin to entertain that, a better tomorrow, because I be-
lieve (as it is popularly said), that it’s all going to be okay at the end, and if it’s not okay, it’s not the end.  
 

This experience of the pandemic will push us to see things in a whole new way. Hopefully with a deeper appreciation 
of the beauty of life, we would begin to see beauty in the common and with gratitude, live by the grace of every single 
day. It will give us the grace to surrender to the power of God that is far beyond us to help us recognise that we can-
not do life all by our own power and strength, but by the power of God who is able to do immeasurably more than we 
could ever ask for or imagine. As Richard Rohr would say, “Sooner or later, …some event, person, death, idea, or relationship 
will enter your life with which you simply cannot cope using your present skill set, acquired knowledge, or willpower. Spiritually speaking, 
you will be led to the edge of your own private resources. At that point, you will stumble over a necessary “stumbling stone.” You must 
“lose” at something, and then you begin to develop the art of losing. This is the only way that Life/Fate/God/Grace/Mystery can get you 
to change, let go of your egocentric preoccupations, and go on the further and larger journey.” This I believe, is the promise and the 
power of Resurrection.  
 

It is no wonder that we have to go through Good Friday to celebrate Easter. We have to go through death to 
celebrate life. This is why the Cross of crucifixion has stood the taste of time. It symbolically shows us the pattern of 
life that most of us would rather avoid; death leads to life. God is not ignorant of that, which is why God hung on 
the cross to show us the way, because Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. Hence Eckhart Tolle would say, “You do 
not need to be a Christian to understand the deep universal truth that is contained in symbolic form in the image of the cross.” Somehow, 
as Richard Rohr would say, “Death encounters seem to be the primary way to build or rebuild a real life. Then life itself, in all its depth 
and beauty, becomes the unquestionable gift.”  
 

Resurrection abounds in the very fabric of your life and everything around you. So, may you go through death even at 
this time, and experience new life like never before. Amen.  
 

And may God bless you!             Fr. Dom.  
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henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
The Almighty works marvels for me. 
Holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
on those who fear him. 
He puts forth his arm in strength 
and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
and raises the lowly. 
He fills the starving with good things, 
sends the rich away empty. 
He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his sons forever. 
 

Lord's Prayer 

At the Saviour's command and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy, 
we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope 
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 

Lord our God, 
grant that in our journey through this passing world 
we may learn from this sacrament 
to cherish even now the things of heaven 
and to cling to the treasures that never pass away. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE CONCLUDING RITES 
 
Blessing 

May the God of hope fill us with every joy in believing. 
May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts. 
May the Holy Spirit enrich us with his gifts, 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
Financial Support of the Parish With Sunday masses 
nsuspended for the time being, please make your offering at 
the parish office or make arrangements with your financial 
institution for electronic transfer of funds.  
The parish details for such arrangements are:  
Gympie Parish BSB 064-786 Account number 6531102.   
Or BSB 064-786 Account number 100017636 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
Holy Week ceremonies in St Patrick’s. 
Mass the Lord’s Supper: Thursday 9 April 7.00 pm  
Stations of the Cross: Friday 10 April 10.00 am 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion: Friday 10 April 3.00 pm 
Easter Vigil: Saturday 11 April 7.00 pm 
 
Cathedral of St Stephen  
Chrism Mass Thursday 9 April 10.00 am  
Archdiocesan website. Live stream. www.archbne.org/
bzw. 
 
 
 
 

Important Notice regarding Live-Streaming Mass 
 
As we continue to livestream our ceremonies via Face-
book live at this time, we have received some feedback 
regarding the sound production. If you find it hard to hear 
what the priest is saying during the live stream, could you 
please try connecting your computer or iPad to an external 
speaker. Sometimes, the sound production varies because 
we use different platforms/devices to watch. Some com-
puters we use don’t have good speakers and that will af-
fect the sound production. If you don’t have external 
speakers, you can connect your computer or tablet to your 
television using a HDMI cable, they cost about $10 if you 
don’t have one. You could also buy an external speaker 
that cost about $25 or so; alternatively, you can simply 
watch the live stream on your phone/tablet or computer 
using your headphones or earphones.   
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