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ST PATRICK’S PARISH 
Mass centres: Gunalda, Gympie, Imbil, Kandanga, Kilkivan, Rainbow Beach, Tin Can Bay, Widgee 

 

As we gather we acknowledge the Gubbi Gubbi people and the Indigenous elders of this area, those who 
once lived here and into whose sacred space our forebears came, changing forever an older way of life 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish Staff: Parish Priest Fr Adrian Farrelly, Associate Pastor Fr Dominic Orih, Deacon: William Aupito 

Iuliano, Office Administration Mrs Anne Williams and Mrs Vi Brown, Parish Associate Mr Tom Bushell, 
Local Safeguarding Representative Mr Ian Laherty Ph. 0460 573 349, Pastoral Council Chair Mrs Maureen 
Rush, Finance Council Mr Ken Garner, Principals St Patrick’s Primary Ms Sue Geaney, St Patrick’s College 
Mr Mark Newton. 
Contact details:  Office Phone:  07 5482 1213;  email: gympie@bne.catholic.net.au;  Mail:   PO Box 1, 
Gympie 4570;   Parish website: www.stpatsgympie.net.au;  Facebook: St Patrick’s Catholic Parish Gympie 
 

 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph   Year B   27 December 2020 
 

1 January 2021 Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God.  
Mass St Patrick’s 5.30 pm 

 
Parish Mass Times 

From 1 January 2021 the schedule of Sunday masses will return to the days and times 
before the outbreak of Covid-19. You will find the schedule later in the Newsletter. 

Weekdays St Patrick’s 
Monday: 7.00 am Tuesday: 9.00 am Wednesday: 5.30 pm with Evening prayer  

Thursday: 7.00 am Friday 5.30 pm 

Celebration of the Word 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

 
Gathering of the Community 
Greeting 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Amen. 
 
Blessed be God, 
who enables us, through the Spirit, 
Bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Introductory Remarks 
Today, we, the people of God, 
gather to hear and respond to God's word, 
to return praise and thanks. 
We look forward to that day 
when we will once more celebrate the Eucharist, 
as Christ commanded us to do in his memory. 
Our community makes its worship 

in union with the Church throughout the world, 
with Francis our Pope, Mark our bishop, Ken his 
assistant, our pastors, Father Adrian, Father 
Dominic and Deacon William who are unable to 
be with us, and with our brothers and sisters in 
neighbouring parishes who keep holy this day 
in the celebration of the Lord's sacrifice and 
supper. 
 
Opening Rite 
Before listening to the word, 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Lord Jesus, you were sent to heal the contrite: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
You came to call sinners: 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

mailto:gympie@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.stpatsgympie.net.au/
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You plead for us at the right hand of the Father: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Collect 
Let us pray. 
O God, who were pleased to give us 
the shining example of the Holy Family, 
graciously grant that we may imitate them 
in practising the virtues of family life and in the 
bonds of charity, 
and so, in the joy of your house, 
delight one day in eternal rewards. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
 
Amen. 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Procession of the Word of God 
May the Word of God always be heard in this 
place, 
as it unfolds the mystery of Christ before us 
and achieves our salvation within the Church. 
 
First Reading 
Genesis 15:1-6, 21:1-3 
A reading from the book of Genesis 
 
The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a 
vision, 'Have no fear, Abram, I am your shield; 
your reward will be very great'. 
'My Lord,' Abram replied 'what do you intend to 
give me? I go childless.' Then Abram said, 'See, 
you have given me no descendants; some man of 
my household will be my heir'. And then this word 
of the Lord was spoken to him, 'He shall not be 
your heir; your heir shall be of your own flesh and 
blood'. Then taking him outside he said, 'Look up 
to heaven and count the stars if you can. Such will 
be your descendants' he told him. Abram put his 
faith in the Lord, who counted this as making him 
justified. 
The Lord dealt kindly with Sarah as he had said, 
and did what he had promised her. So Sarah 
conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old 
age, at the time God had promised. Abraham 
named the son born to him Isaac, the son to 
whom Sarah had given birth. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 104:1-6, 8-9 
R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever. 
Give thanks to the Lord, tell his name, 
make known his deeds among the peoples. 
O sing to him, sing his praise; 
tell all his wonderful works! R. 
Be proud of his holy name, 
let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice. 
Consider the Lord and his strength; 
constantly seek his face. R. 
Remember the wonders he has done, 
his miracles, the judgements he spoke. 
O children of Abraham, his servant, 
O sons of the Jacob he chose. R. 
He remembers his covenant for ever, 
his promise for a thousand generations, 
the covenant he made with Abraham, 
the oath he swore to Isaac. R. 
 
Second Reading 
Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
 
It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set 
out for a country that was the inheritance given to 
him and his descendants, and that he set out 
without knowing where he was going. 
It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being 
past the age, was made able to conceive, because 
she believed that he who had made the promise 
would be faithful to it. Because of this, there came 
from one man, and one who was already as good 
as dead himself, more descendants than could be 
counted, as many as the stars of heaven or the 
grains of sand on the seashore. 
It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the 
test, offered up Isaac. He offered to sacrifice his 
only son even though the promises had been 
made to him and he had been told: It is through 
Isaac that your name will be carried on. He was 
confident that God had the power even to raise 
the dead; and so, figuratively speaking, he was 
given back Isaac from the dead. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Hebrews 1:1-2 
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Alleluia, alleluia! 
In the past God spoke to our fathers through the 
prophets; 
now he speaks to us through his Son. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel 
Luke 2:22, 39-40 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 
When the day came for them to be purified as laid 
down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus 
took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord. 
When they had done everything the Law of the 
Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew 
to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and 
God's favour was with him. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Reflection on the Readings 
Profession of Faith 
In union with the whole Church, let us profess our 
faith. 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including 'the 
Virgin Mary', all bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
General Intercessions 

 
Presider: As a family united in Christian love, we 
offer our prayers to our God. 
 
For our deceased parents and grandparents, that 
they will receive the reward Jesus promised to all 
faithful servants, we pray to the Lord: 
 
For our parents and grandparents, that in their 
remaining years on earth they will receive the 
respect, honour and care that they so richly 
deserve, we pray to the Lord: 
 
For single parents, widowed, divorced or 
unmarried, that they will be helped by generous 
and concerned believers, we pray to the Lord: 
 
For the elimination of violence in our families and 
the building up of that mutual respect for one 
another that will make homes into dwellings of 
peace and love, we pray to the Lord: 
 
For those families living in dire poverty, hunger 
and deprivation, that they will receive generous 
help from all who have been blessed with an 
abundance of material possessions, we pray to 
the Lord: 
 
Presider: Father in heaven, we ask you to grant 
our prayers through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Proclamation of Praise 
My soul glorifies the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her nothingness; 
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
The Almighty works marvels for me. 
Holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
on those who fear him. 
He puts forth his arm in strength 
and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
and raises the lowly. 
He fills the starving with good things, 
sends the rich away empty. 
He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his sons forever. 
 
Lord's Prayer 
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At the Saviour's command and formed by divine 
teaching, we dare to say: 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy, 
we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope 
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
 
Sign of Peace 
Let us seal our prayer with a sign of fellowship 
as we offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I 
cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You  
were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me 
to be separated from You. Amen. 
 
THE CONCLUDING RITES 
Announcements  
Blessing 
May the God of hope fill us with every joy in 
believing. 
May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts. 
May the Holy Spirit enrich us with his gifts, 
now and for ever. 
 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
 
Thanks be to God. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection Fr Adrian 

A story is told of a woman with a family of six children going to confession. A number of the sins she 
confessed concerned loss of patience expressed in cutting words to her sons and daughters, upbraiding her 
husband for not doing more to assist with the rearing of the children, neglecting her prayers and the like. 
The priest offered some words of encouragement and congratulations on the way she fulfilled the role 
entrusted her and as a penance asked her to pray to the holy family and Mary in particular for additional 
graces. She accepted the penance without comment but interiorly thought what would Mary know that 
could help her. Mary had one child and he was divine. 
 
Well may we wonder what we can learn from Jesus, Mary and Joseph. The opening prayer spoke of God 
being pleased to give us the shining example of the holy family so we might imitate them in the practising 
the virtues of family life and in the bond of charity.  
 
Their starting point and ours is trust in God, Father, Son and Spirit, from whom life and love emerge. The 
creation story in Genesis begins with Adam and Eve, the ones we call our first parents, the first family. Being 
alone is something we can cope with but we are not created to be alone. Companionship and the loving 
giving of ourselves to each other is God’s original blessing. From that union comes new life and our identity.  
 
Abraham and Sarah are treasured in the faith story of Jews, Christians and Muslims. They had given up hope 
of having a family of their own. Even so they were still attentive to God speaking to them and promising they 
would have more descendants than they could imagine. They journeyed from their homeland, from all that 
was familiar, to an unknown destination. Their destination was not known, but the One who walked with 



 
 

5 
 

them was known and trusted. Especially when asked to sacrifice their loved son they trusted and saw the 
promise fulfilled. 
 
Families in our western societies come in all shapes and sizes. Many reflect what is prayed in the psalm of 
today’s mass. A married man and woman with children gathered around the family table. For others who 
never married but still had children identify as family. Other family units contend with the breakdown of the 
relationship of the couple who had the children and now struggle on as best they can. Yet other family units 
are led by same sex couples in registered or unregistered relationships with children being conceived and 
brought to birth in an array of arrangements as of themselves conception of children is not possible. Other 
couples for whatever reason have not been blessed with children but still see themselves families. Other 
cultures embrace other forms of family. 
 
The family of Joseph, Mary and Jesus was unique as all families are. With the conception of Jesus, the hopes 
and dreams Joseph and Mary had of married life and family changed dramatically. Their love for each other 
was never physically consummated, but the love and affection they had for each other enabled them to 
protect their infant son when danger threatened and they sought asylum in Egypt. They raised him as a 
devout Jew with a love of the prophets, the psalms and the law. They worried about him as a teenager when 
he stayed behind in the temple without letting them know and then puzzled them with his open-eyed 
comment: “didn’t you know I must be about my Father’s business?” They worried about him as an adult 
wondering if he was out of his mind as the course of his ministry took him into headlong conflict with the 
authorities. His mother grieved for him as he died, shamed as a criminal, undergoing what no parents wants 
– to see a child die before them. 
 
Never let the word “holy” fool you into thinking that the “holy Family” did not wrestle with issues as we do. 
Those who are close to God feel more acutely the pains of the world than those who do everything they can 
to avoid suffering. The holy do not go looking for suffering but face it with trust that God is always with them. 
In the garden of Gethsemane Jesus prayed that the cup of suffering he could see waiting for him would be 
taken away but finished his prayer with the prayer: not my will, but your (the Father’s) will be done.  
 
Today we thank God for the blessings which come from our experience of family. We belong to them and 
with them. We did not choose them as we chose our friends. God has given us to each other. Within the 
family we learn who we are, our basic identity. We learn how to love and forgive. We learn how to give 
ourselves to another without expecting payment. We are with our other selves.  
 
We pray that Jesus, Mary and Joseph will bless our families with the deep trust in God’s love that they had.  
 

Sunday Ministry Roster   27.12.2020 

9.00 am   5.30 pm  

 Welcomer Margaret Green  Dina Leidel 

 Commentator   Tom Bushell   

 Reader 1 Isabel Laherty  Maureen Hillcoat 

 Reader 2 Nen Gambling  Tony Hallam 

 Communion Minister Ian Laherty  Mary Cauchi 

 Power Point/iPad Volunteer  Volunteer 

 Camera operator Volunteer   
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Sunday Ministry Roster 03.01.2021 

 9.00 am  5.30 pm  

Welcomer  Peter Tobin  Anita Eames 

Commentator    Dave Connors  Jill O’Brien 

Reader 1  Elizabeth Taylor  Maria Norris 

Reader 2  Mark Newton  Narelle Gruar 

Communion Minister  David Curtain  Berry Doak 

Power Point/iPad  Volunteer  Volunteer 

Camera operator  Volunteer   

 
 

Celebrations of the Eucharist:  
St Patrick’s Gympie:  
Sunday 9.00 am live-streamed mass. Please register at the Parish Website before midday Friday if you 
wish to participate. 
 

Sunday 5.30 pm. Please register at the Parish Website before midday Friday if you wish to participate. 
 
Tuesday 9.00 am. 
 

Wednesday 5.30pm combined with Evening Prayer 
 

Friday 5.30 pm Reconciliation before Mass 
 

Masses in all Churches will be celebrated from 1 January 2021 according to the following schedule 

 

DAY WEEK 1 WEEK 2 & 5 WEEK 3 WEEK 4  

 
Saturday 

 
Kandanga  
6.00 pm 

 
Tin Can Bay 

6.00 pm 

 
Rainbow Beach 

6.00 pm 

 
Rainbow Beach 

6.00 pm 

 
Sunday 

 
Gunalda  
7.00 am 

 
Rainbow Beach 

7.00 am 

 
Tin Can Bay  

7.00 am  

 
Tin Can Bay  

7.00 am 

 
Sunday 

 
Gympie  
9.00 am 

 
Gympie  
9.00 am 

 
Gympie  
9.00 am 

 
Gympie  
9.00 am 

 
Sunday 

 
Widgee  
11 am 

 
 

 
Imbil  

11.00 am 

 
 

 
Sunday 

 
Gympie  
5.30 pm 

 
Gympie  
5.30 pm 

 

 
Gympie  
5.30 pm 

 

 
Gympie  
5.30 pm 

 
 

 

Tin Can Bay Church is used by Anglican Group 1st & 2nd Sundays 7.30am 



 
 

7 
 

Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion 

DAY WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3 WEEK 5 

 
Saturday 

 
Tin Can Bay 

6 pm 

 
 

  

 
Sunday 

 
Rainbow 

Beach 
7.00 am 

 
Gunalda 
7.00 am 

 
Gunalda  
7.00 am 

 
Gunalda 
7.00 am 

 

CHURCH UPDATES 
 

MASS BOOKING 
Go to the parish website and scroll down to the Join Us button just below the livestreamed mass video 
section, and click to join for either the 9am mass or 5:30pm mass on Sunday. The link will take you to 
Eventbrite where you will choose the date for the mass you want to attend, and then follow the 
prompts to fill your details and in seconds, you are done. 
 

Please be charitable by not booking for more than one Sundays in a go. 
Those who don’t have emails or are unable to do computer/internet bookings, please call the parish office 
and the staff will assist you to get a spot for mass.  
 
Mass is live streamed from St Patrick’s at 9.00 am so those allocated a seat are asked to be in the church 
by 8.30 am. Allow time to sanitise and sign in. Please bring your glasses: they make finding your name a 
little easier!! With the 5.30 pm mass, come in at about 5.00 pm to allow yourself time to sign in and 
sanitise. Your glasses are also a great help! 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK   
(if you would like your loved one prayed for, please let us know so we can add them to the list) 

 

Your prayers are asked for Dick Cumming, Maree Friswell, Mary Elmer, Gerri & Colin Willison, Billy Corfield, 

Basil Garner, Leon Garner, Peter Nicholls, Peter & Marie Corfield, Billy Balkin, Bob Eyears, Joanne Dodt, 

Michelle Newton, Mary Merrin, Joe Costello, Bruno Gabbana, and Fr Pat Dowd. 
 

Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask You to bless Your friends who are sick. Give 

them the strength in body, courage in spirit, and patience in pain. Let them recover their health, so that, 

restored to the parish community, they may joyfully praise Your Name, for You live and reign forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

FOR THE DECEASED:   
 

Let us remember in our prayers those loved ones who died recently especially and those whose 
anniversaries fall around this time.  
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE PARISH  
 

"If you have changed your weekly giving from envelopes to electronic transfer, please advise the Parish 
Office on 5482 1213 as not all names have been notified from the banking agencies" envelopes are now 
available for pick up from the back of the Church. 

Use the envelopes and drop them off at the parish office. Those at Mass, can place their offerings in the 
baskets in front of the altar. 

Arrange a direct debit from your financial institution to the parish 

Transfer funds electronically online. To make these transfers the details to use are: 
Gympie Parish BSB 064-786 Account Number 6531102 or BSB 064-786 Account Number 100017636. 
 

To make a deposit at a post office or bank branch use these details: BSB 064-000 Account Number 0032 
5284. This is an open account unlike the closed account for electronic transfer. 

This is the main account for the Archdiocesan Development Fund (ADF). Ask the staff member you deal 
with to include an identifier. Experience has shown that some will not accept identifiers (I do not why. 
Those with banking experience may have an answer.) Staff at the ADF have assured me that even without 
an identifier they will know which account the deposit goes to. May I suggest you send an email to the 
parish with details of your deposit – date and amount to ensure our records of your assistance are 
accurate. 

http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/ 
 

The app for people to use to donate to the parish is being 

set up. Fr Adrian does not expect people to use this as their ordinary way of giving 

financial support as the fees reduce the amount the parish receives. The best way of 

support is direct debit as this works without extra charges. 

The Men's Afternoons are held on the Third Thursday of the Month, next is Thursday 21st January, at 12.30 
pm until 2.30 pm.* Please note change of venue.  Will now be held in the Parish Centre, for transport 
assistance please contact the parish office, 5482 1213. 
 

WEBCAST CELEBRATIONS OF THE EUCHARIST AND OTHER PRAYERS 
 

ST PATRICK’S Sunday 9.00 am. Live stream: go to the Gympie parish website – www.stpatsgympie.net.au 
and click on the Facebook item at the top right of the screen.  
 

CATHEDRAL OF ST STEPHEN Live stream. www.archbne.org/bzw. 
Weekday mass: 8.00 am 
Sunday: 8.00 am and 10.00 am 
 
MASS ON TV Channel 10 6am each Sunday 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/moP-CyojOMhk6wkCZY7-R?domain=parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
http://www.stpatsgympie.net.au/
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/moP-CyojOMhk6wkCZY7-R?domain=parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
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The resources can be found on the Liturgy Brisbane website at 
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-
family-prayer/ and will be updated each week. 

 
 
 
Wanted: House to rent Gympie area:  We are a family of 5 (children and adults) and a dog moving to 

Gympie.  We are looking for a house to rent. Preferably 4 bedrooms.   If anyone knows of a house we can 

rent they can call my husband, Stephen on 0423 203 905.  My husband starts work on the 18th January. 

If you need any more information please ring Stephen.  

 
 
 

 “Your Dynamic Flow” 

Use link to watch all 12 Episodes 

 

https://www.stpatsgympie.net.au/your-dynamic-flow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PIETY STORE will be open 8.30 am to 9 am & 5 pm to 5.30 pm each Sunday 

The shop will be open 30 minutes before each mass from this weekend. I will however be having some time 

visiting relations out of state and I will endeavour to find a replacement for as many masses as I can. I will not 

be here for the Christmas masses. 

I also have Columban calendars and God’s Word for sale along with Christmas cards. There is a box in the shop 

for the priests to take with them when they attend other churches. The cost of the items are on the lid of the 

box.  

Catholic Leader The Catholic Leader has been delivered today.  Available in Church. 

https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-family-prayer/
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-family-prayer/
https://www.stpatsgympie.net.au/your-dynamic-flow
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