
 Celebration of the Word 

5 April 2020 
THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 
Gathering of the Community 

Greeting 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 

Blessed be God, 
who enables us, through the Spirit, 
Bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 

Blessed be God for ever. 

Today, we, the people of God, 
gather to hear and respond to God's word, 
to return praise and thanks. 
We look forward to that day 
when we will once more celebrate the Eucharist, 
as Christ commanded us to do in his memory. 
Our community makes its worship 
in union with the Church throughout the world, 
with Francis. our Pope, Mark our bishop, 
our pastor, Father Adrian, who is unable to be with us, 
and with our brothers and sisters in neighbouring parishes 
who keep holy this day in the celebration of the Lord's 
sacrifice and supper. 
 

Opening Rite 

Before listening to the word, 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Lord Jesus, you were sent to heal the contrite: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
You came to call sinners: 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Christ, have mercy. 
 

You plead for us at the right hand of the Father: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Collect 

Let us pray. 

Almighty ever-living God, 
who as an example of humility for the human race to    
follow caused our Saviour to take flesh and submit to the 
Cross, graciously grant that we may heed his lesson of 
patient suffering and so merit a share in his Resurrection. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 

Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading 

Isaiah 50:4-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

I did not cover my face against insult and I know I 
will not be ashamed. 
The Lord has given me 
a disciple's tongue. 
So that I may know how to reply to the wearied 
he provides me with speech. 
Each morning he wakes me to hear, 
to listen like a disciple. 
The Lord has opened my ear. 
For my part, I made no resistance, 
neither did I turn away. 
I offered my back to those who struck me, 
my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 
I did not cover my face 
against insult and spittle. 
The Lord comes to my help, 
so that I am untouched by the insults. 
So, too, I set my face like flint; 
I know I shall not be shamed. 

The word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24 

All who see me deride me. 
They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 
'He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 
let him release him if this is his friend.'  
 

Many dogs have surrounded me, 
a band of the wicked beset me. 
They tear holes in my hands and my feet. 
I can count every one of my bones.  

They divide my clothing among them. 
They cast lots for my robe. 
O Lord, do not leave me alone, 
my strength, make haste to help me!  

I will tell of your name to my brethren 
and praise you where they are assembled. 
'You who fear the Lord give him praise; 
all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 
Revere him, Israel's sons.'  
 

Second Reading 

Philippians 2:6-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

He humbled himself to become like us and God 
raised him on high. 
His state was divine, 
yet Christ Jesus did not cling 
to his equality with God 
but emptied himself 
to assume the condition of a slave, 
and became as men are, 
and being as all men are, 
he was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, 

death on a cross. 
But God raised him high 
and gave him the name 
which is above all other names 
so that all beings 
in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 
and that every tongue should acclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

The word of the Lord. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Philippians 2:8-9 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
Christ became obedient for us even to death, 
dying on the cross. 
Therefore God raised him on high 
and gave him a name above all other names. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
Gospel 

Matthew 27:11-54 

The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to           
Matthew 
Jesus was brought before Pontius Pilate, the governor, and 
the governor put to him this question, 'Are you the king of 
the Jews?' Jesus replied, 'It is you who say it.' But when he 
was accused by the chief priests and the elders he refused to 
answer at all. Pilate then said to him, 'Do you not hear how 
many charges they have brought against you?' But to the 
governor's complete amazement, he offered no reply to any 
of the charges. 

At festival time it was the governor's practice to release a 
prisoner for the people, anyone they chose. Now there was at 
that time a notorious prisoner whose name was Barabbas. So 
when the crowd gathered, Pilate said to them, 'Which do you 
want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called 
Christ?' For Pilate knew it was out of jealousy that they had 
handed him over. 

Now as he was seated in the chair of judgment, his wife sent 
him a message, 'Have nothing to do with that man; I have 
been upset all day by a dream I had about him.' 

The chief priests and the elders, however, had persuaded the 
crowd to demand the release of Barabbas and the execution 
of Jesus. So when the governor spoke and asked them, 
'Which of the two do you want me to release for you?' they 
said 'Barabbas'. 'But in that case,' Pilate said to them 'what 
am I to do with Jesus who is called Christ?' They all said, 
'Let him be crucified!' 'Why?' he asked 'What harm has he 
done?' But they shouted all the louder, 'Let him be crucified!' 
Then Pilate saw that he was making no impression, that in 
fact a riot was imminent. So he took some water, washed his 
hands in front of the crowd and said, 'I am innocent of this 
man's blood. It is your concern.' And the people, to a man, 
shouted back, 'His blood be on us and on our children!' Then 

he released Barabbas for them. He ordered Jesus to be 
first scourged and then handed over to be crucified. 

The governor's soldiers took Jesus with them into the 
Praetorium and collected the whole cohort round him. 
Then they stripped him and made him wear a scarlet 
cloak, and having twisted some thorns into a crown 
they put this on his head and placed a reed in his right 
hand. To make fun of him they knelt to him saying, 
'Hail, king of the Jews!' And they spat on him and 
took the reed and struck him on the head with it. And 
when they had finished making fun of him, they took 
off the cloak and dressed him in his own clothes and 
led him away to crucify him. 

On their way out, they came across a man from              
Cyrene, Simon by name, and enlisted him to carry his 
cross. When they had reached a place called                    
Golgotha, that is, the place of the skull, they gave him 
wine to drink mixed with gall, which he tasted but 
refused to drink. When they had finished crucifying 
him they shared out his clothing by casting lots, and 
then sat down and stayed there keeping guard over 
him. 

Above his head was placed the charge against him: it 
read: 'This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.' At the same 
time two robbers were crucified with him, one on the 
right and one on the left. 

The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads 
and said 'So you would destroy the Temple and             
rebuild it in three days! Then save yourself! If you are 
God's son, come down from the cross!' The chief 
priests with the scribes and elders mocked him in the 
same way. 'He saved others,' they said 'he cannot save 
himself. He is the king of Israel; let him come down 
from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He 
put his trust in God; now let God rescue him if he 
wants him. For he did say, "I am the son of God."' 
Even the robbers who were crucified with him taunted 
him in the same way. 

From the sixth hour there was darkness over all the 
land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour, 
Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 'Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani!' that is, 'My God, my God, why have you 
deserted me!' When some of those who stood there 
heard this, they said, 'The man is calling on Elijah,' 
and one of them quickly ran to get a sponge which he 
dipped in vinegar and putting it on a reed, gave it to 
him to drink. 'Wait!' said the rest of them 'and see if 
Elijah will come to save him.' But Jesus again crying 
out in a loud voice, yielded up his spirit. 
 

All kneel and pause a moment. 

At that, the veil of the temple was torn in two from 
top to bottom; the earth quaked; the rocks were split; 
the tombs opened and the bodies of many holy men 
rose from the dead, and these, after his resurrection , 
came out of the tombs, entered the Holy City and                 
appeared to a number of people. Meanwhile the              
centurion, together with the others guarding Jesus, 
had seen the earthquake and all that was taking place, 



 

ST PATRICK’S PARISH 
Mass centres: Gunalda, Gympie, Imbil, Kandanga, Kilkivan, Rainbow Beach, Tin Can Bay, Widgee 

 

As we gather we acknowledge the Gubbi Gubbi people and the Indigenous elders of this area, those  
who once lived here and into whose sacred space our forebears came, changing forever an older way of life. 

Reflection: Fr Adrian Farrelly 
 Today is the beginning of Holy Week. Called holy because this week saw the scene set for the action of God in a way nev-
er seen before. We focus on three days (known as the Triduum): Thursday, Friday, Saturday. We sit with our Lord at the last Sup-
per. We are present as he is tortured and killed. The week ends on Saturday with Christ dead in the tomb. But after sunset we 
celebrate the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday. A vigil is a time of expectant waiting. That is what awaits us this week. 
 Today is Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord to give it the full title found in the Roman Missal. This is the only Sunday 
of the year when the passion narrative is proclaimed. This year we listen and take to heart what St Matthew composed.  
 What Jesus experienced on Thursday and Friday was etched deeply in the minds of those who followed him and shared in 
his ministry, his service of the people. When those like Matthew came to write their gospels they quite possibly began with these 
events. Even though Jesus had spoken of his suffering (passion) and dying they did not expect to see what did in fact happen. In 
the present disruption of the world we can identify with the disciples—though there were voices  warning of disasters, nothing 
on this global scale was envisaged or planned for. 
 Matthew’s account of these two days reveals the disciples in all their frailty. As we place some palm in a prominent place in 
our home we remember many of those who welcomed Jesus into the city would later call for his crucifixion. After his arrest all 
the disciples desert him and run away. Judas, one of the twelve, sells Jesus out. Peter, the acknowledged leader, denies knowing 
him. Jesus dies bereft of the close comfort of his friends though the women who travelled with him and cared for him watch 
from a distance.  
 The shorter version of Matthew’s account is in the Newsletter. To immerse ourselves as deeply as we can open the bible 
and read the full version (Mt 26:14—27:66). 
 Jesus prayed on Thursday night that Friday would not happen, but it did. Many in the face of the pandemic dread the im-
pending attack of a mutated virus on themselves and their loved ones and pray that it will pass them by. Our Lord prays with us. 
Pope Francis some days ago gave a blessing to the city of Rome and to the world. He reflected on the story of Jesus asleep in the 
boat while the disciples battled in a storm to keep afloat. They woke him with the cry: do you not care for us? He woke, calmed 
the seas and challenged them to have faith. His care for them is constant. Jesus is with us in the midst of the storm that has en-
gulfed us on this planet which is our common home. 
 To return to St Matthew’s passion. Death did not win with Jesus. The tomb did not hold him. Death and disruption will 
not win with us. When the virus recedes and we emerge from isolation which feels for many like a tomb, we shall rise to life 
changed by what we have gone through. 
 My prayers are with you this Easter. The memories of 2020 will stay with us but we shall continue to serve the Lord who 
washed our feet and who, come Easter day, the first day of next week, will breathe his Spirit on us to complete his work on earth.  
 
Financial Support of the Parish With Sunday masses suspended for the time being, please make your offering at the parish 
office or make arrangements with your financial institution for electronic transfer of funds. The parish details for such arrange-
ments are: St Patrick’s Parish BSB 064-786 Account  number 6531102.  Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 
Holy Week ceremonies in St Patrick’s. 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord: 5 April 10.00 am 
Mass the Lord’s Supper: Thursday 9 April 7.00 pm  
Stations of the Cross: Friday 10 April 10.00 am 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion: Friday 10 April 3.00 pm 
Easter Vigil: Saturday 11 April 7.00 pm 
 
Cathedral of St Stephen  
Chrism Mass Thursday 9 April 10.00 am  
Archdiocesan website. Live stream. www.archbne.org/bzw. 

Parish Staff: Parish Priest Fr  Adr ian Far relly, Associate Pastor Fr  Dominic Orih, Office Administration 
Mrs Anne Williams and Mrs Vi Brown, Parish Associate Mr Tom Bushell, Local Safeguarding Representative 
Mr Ian Laherty Ph. 0460 573 349, Community Council Chair Mrs Maureen Rush, Finance Council  Mr Ken  
Garner, Principals St Patrick’s Primary Ms Sue Geaney, St Patrick’s College Mr Mark Newton 
Contact details:  Office Phone:  07 5482 1213; email: gympie@bne.catholic.net.au;  Mail:   PO Box 1, Gympie 
4570;   Parish website: www.stpatsgympie.net.au;  Facebook: St Patrick’s Parish Gympie 

Palm Sunday Year A  5 April 2020 

and they were terrified and said, 'In truth this was a son of 
God.' 
 

Reflection on the Readings 
 

Profession of Faith 
In union with the whole Church, let us profess our faith. 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including 'the Virgin 
Mary', all bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God  
the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
General Intercessions 
 

Presider: Because our Lord Jesus is merciful and loving we 
never hesitate to bring him our prayers. 
 

That the leaders of our faith community be strengthened 
and inspired to celebrate this Holy Week and Easter with 
sincere fervour and understanding, we pray to the Lord: 
 

That all of us take time today and this coming week to 
deepen our love of Jesus, we pray to the Lord: 
 

That those who return to this church at Easter after a long 
absence may discover a reason for remaining with us, we 
pray to the Lord: 
 

That the victims of violence, persecution, and discrimina-
tion receive the help they need to rebuild their lives, we 
pray to the Lord: 
 

That the poor, the starving, the homeless, and the unem-
ployed find relief from their conditions through our contin-
ued charity and support, we pray to the Lord: 
 

That the ill, the dying, and the deceased, especially N. and 
N., be united in the death of Jesus so as to share his resur-
rection to new life, we pray to the Lord: 
 

Presider: God of life and love, in your mercy hear our pray-
ers through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Proclamation of Praise 
My soul glorifies the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her nothingness; 
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 

The Almighty works marvels for me. 
Holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
on those who fear him. 
He puts forth his arm in strength 
and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
and raises the lowly. 
He fills the starving with good things, 
sends the rich away empty. 
He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his sons forever. 
 
Lord's Prayer 
At the Saviour's command and formed by divine             
teaching, we dare to say: 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy, 
we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope 
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
 
Sign of Peace 
Let us seal our prayer with a sign of fellowship 
as we offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
THE CONCLUDING RITES 
 
Blessing 
May the God of hope fill us with every joy in believing. 
May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts. 
May the Holy Spirit enrich us with his gifts, 
now and for ever.   Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Live-streaming 
Hopefully we have success this week. Last Sunday I did not 
understand what Fr Dom, the production manager, was             
saying so ended up with a video not a live stream. Say a            
prayer to St Jude for a better outcome. 
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