
ST PATRICK’S PARISH 
Mass centres: Gunalda, Gympie, Imbil, Kandanga, Kilkivan, Rainbow Beach, Tin Can Bay, Widgee 

 

As we gather we acknowledge the Gubbi Gubbi people and the Indigenous elders of this area, those who 
once lived here and into whose sacred space our forebears came, changing forever an older way of life 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish Staff: Parish Priest Fr Adrian Farrelly, Associate Pastor Fr Dominic Orih, Office Administration Mrs Anne 
Williams and Mrs Vi Brown, Parish Associate Mr Tom Bushell, Local Safeguarding Representative Mr Ian 
Laherty Ph. 0460 573 349, Pastoral Council Chair Mrs Maureen Rush, Finance Council Mr Ken Garner, 
Principals St Patrick’s Primary Ms Sue Geaney, St Patrick’s College Mr Mark Newton, Bernadette Feldman 
relieving Principal  
Contact details:  Office Phone:  07 5482 1213;  email: gympie@bne.catholic.net.au;  Mail:   PO Box 1, Gympie 
4570;   Parish website: www.stpatsgympie.net.au;  Facebook: St Patrick’s Catholic Parish Gympie 
 

 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time   Year A   16 August 2020 

 

 

Parish News:  

Father Joe was parish priest at St Patrick’s from 1992 to 2007. He died Thursday 

afternoon. Many of us have very fond and loving memories of Joe and the huge 

role he played in the life of the St Patrick’s community. His faith filled, caring, 

gentle and pastoral approach to everyone and everything has left a lasting and 

enduring legacy. 

Please remember Joe and his family and many friends in your thoughts and 

prayers.  

 

 

Holy Communion: On Sunday, 30 August, Hamish, Amelia, Lewis, Ivy, Moses, Charlotte, Bridie, Damer, 

Clayton, Thomas and Clancy will receive Our Lord in Holy Communion for the first time. This completes their 

celebration of the sacraments of initiation into the Church. Their parents are still training them in the practice of the 

faith to love God and love their neighbour so continue to help these young brothers and sisters on this great day and 

their Mums and Dads by praying for them and encouraging them to be great disciples of Jesus. 

 

 
Additional celebrations of the Eucharist: 
St Patrick’s Gympie:  Sunday 5.30 pm. Please register if you wish to participate at this time. 
St Therese Gunalda:  7.00 am 1st Sunday of the month Next Sunday 6 September 
St Peter the Fisherman Rainbow Beach:  7.00 am 3rd Sunday of the month. Next Sunday 20 September 
 
St Patrick’s 10.00 am live-streamed mass continues. Participants will continue to be drawn from the hat 
each week and those with a place will be notified. 
 
Masses in the other churches will be looked at in due course.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gympie@bne.catholic.net.au
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CELEBRATION OF THE LITURGY OF THE WORD AT HOME 

 
THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 
Gathering of the Community 
Greeting 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 

Blessed be God, 
who enables us, through the Spirit, 
Bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Introductory Remarks 
Today, we, the people of God, 
gather to hear and respond to God's word, 
to return praise and thanks. 
We look forward to that day 
when we will once more celebrate the Eucharist, 
as Christ commanded us to do in his memory. 
Our community makes its worship 
in union with the Church throughout the world, 
with Francis our Pope, Mark our bishop, 
our pastors, Father Adrian and Dominic, who are 
unable to be with us. 
Opening Rite 
Before listening to the word, 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Lord Jesus, you were sent to heal the contrite: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

You came to call sinners: 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Christ, have mercy. 
 

You plead for us at the right hand of the Father: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Collect 
Let us pray. 

O God, who have prepared for those who love you 

good things which no eye can see, 
fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth of your 
love, 
so that, loving you in all things and above all 
things, 
we may attain your promises, 
which surpass every human desire. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Procession of the Word of God 
May the Word of God always be heard in this 
place, 
as it unfolds the mystery of Christ before us 
and achieves our salvation within the Church. 
 
First Reading 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 
Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act 
with integrity, for soon my salvation will come and 
my integrity be manifest. 

Foreigners who have attached themselves to the 
Lord to serve him and to love his name and be his 
servants - all who observe the sabbath, not 
profaning it, and cling to my covenant - these I will 
bring to my holy mountain. I will make them joyful 
in my house of prayer. Their holocausts and their 
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my 
house will be called a house of prayer for all the 
peoples. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 66:2-3, 5-6, 8 

R. O God, let all the nations praise you! 
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O God, be gracious and bless us 
and let your face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 
and all nations learn your saving help. R. 

Let the nations be glad and exult 
for you rule the world with justice. 
With fairness you rule the peoples, 
you guide the nations on earth. R. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us his blessing 
till the ends of the earth revere him. R. 
 
Second Reading 
Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
 
Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to 
the pagans as their apostle, and I am proud of 
being sent, but the purpose of it is to make my 
own people envious of you, and in this way save 
some of them. Since their rejection meant the 
reconciliation of the world, do you know what 
their admission will mean? Nothing less than a 
resurrection from the dead! God never takes back 
his gifts or revokes his choice. 

Just as you changed from being disobedient to 
God, and now enjoy mercy because of their 
disobedience, so those who are disobedient now - 
and only because of the mercy shown to you - will 
also enjoy mercy eventually. God has imprisoned 
all men in their own disobedience only to show 
mercy to all mankind. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Matthew 4:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 
and healed all who were sick. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel 
Matthew 15:21-28 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 
 

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region 
of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite 
woman from that district and started shouting, 
'Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. My daughter is 
tormented by a devil.' But he answered her not a 
word. And his disciples went and pleaded with 
him. 'Give her what she wants,' they said 'because 
she is shouting after us.' He said in reply, 'I was 
sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.' 
But the woman had come up and was kneeling at 
his feet. 'Lord,' she said 'help me.' He replied, 'It is 
not fair to take the children's food and throw it to 
the house-dogs.' She retorted, 'Ah yes, sir; but 
even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from 
their master's table.' Then Jesus answered her, 
'Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be 
granted.' And from that moment her daughter 
was well again. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflection on the Readings 
Profession of Faith 
 
In union with the whole Church, let us profess our 
faith. 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including 'the 
Virgin Mary', all bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
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General Intercessions 
 
Presider: We are in a house of prayer for all 
people. Our faith in the Lord makes us confident 
that it will be done for us as we pray. 
 
For our Holy Father the Pope, for our bishop, 
priests and all the leaders and ministers of our 
Church, that their efforts to make disciples of all 
nations be successful, we pray to the Lord: 
 
For the leaders of all nations, that they work 
together to bring justice and peace to all people, 
we pray to the Lord: 
 
For all who are tormented by worry, poverty, 
violence, discrimination and unemployment, that 
their needs be met by all of us who have the 
resources, we pray to the Lord: 
 
For all of us here today in this house of prayer, 
that our faith, hope and love grow strong and be 
evident in our service to others, we pray to the 
Lord: 
 
For all who are travelling, that no harm comes to 
them, we pray to the Lord: 
 
For all who are ill, that they may be healed inside 
and out, we pray to the Lord: 
 
For all who have died, especially Fr Joe McGeehan 
and Bob Smith, that they rest and rejoice in the 
peace and glory of God's kingdom, we pray to the 
Lord: 
 
Presider: All-knowing, all-loving God, you have 
made everyone in your image and likeness. Never 
let us forget this first fact of our faith in our 
dealings with others. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
Proclamation of Praise 
 

My soul glorifies the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her nothingness; 
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
The Almighty works marvels for me. 
Holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 

on those who fear him. 
He puts forth his arm in strength 
and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
and raises the lowly. 
He fills the starving with good things, 
sends the rich away empty. 
He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his sons forever. 
 
Lord's Prayer 
At the Saviour's command and formed by divine 
teaching, we dare to say: 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy, 
we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope 
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 

For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
 
Sign of Peace 
Let us seal our prayer with a sign of fellowship 
as we offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I 
cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 
separated from You. Amen. 
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THE CONCLUDING RITES 
Blessing 
May the God of hope fill us with every joy in 
believing. 
May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts. 

May the Holy Spirit enrich us with his gifts, 
now and for ever. 
 
Amen. 
 

 
Reflection Fr Adrian 
 

A recipe for going to bed at night with a sense of a job well done. Step 1: As our eyes open in the morning 

ask: ‘what am I going to do for God today?’ If you are a parent, ask the question of your children as they 

head off to school? If you are a teacher in our schools, put the question to your classes.  

Last Sunday I was struck by the old catechism answer to the question: why did God make me? Answer: 

God made me to know God, to love God and to serve God here on earth and to be happy with God forever 

in heaven. This search to know, love and serve God is the work of a lifetime but the task is tackled each 

day, moment by moment. No moment is unimportant. 

I was going to start this reflection by reminding us that the faith we have, the message we have received 

from Our Lord is not just for our personal enjoyment and consumption. The Jewish people as Isaiah, the 

prophet, and others constantly reminded them had a message for the world. Likewise the Church exists to 

be a light to the nations. What we believe about Jesus is meant for everyone. By accepting him and what 

he revealed about God is the way to union with God and if that harmony with God is alive within you then 

fullness of life is yours.  

As we tackle the task of spreading this news far and wide in our smaller worlds where live and move and 

interact with others, we need to appreciate that we must grow in our grasp of our role. The gospel we 

have listened to or read today shows Jesus being challenged to move beyond what he thought was his 

mission. Prior to this meeting with the Canaanite woman, a gentile or non-Jewish person, his 

understanding was that he was sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, not to pagans. So he ignores 

her pleas for help for her tormented daughter and dismisses her with a very harsh comparison when he 

does speak. Jews at the time referred to gentiles as gentile dogs. The woman is not put off so easily and 

draws his attention that pet dogs often eat what children drop on the floor. 

Jesus did not expect such a demonstration of faith from someone not raised as a Jew. He begins to see 

that his mission is what was always the mission of his people – to be a light to the nations, Jew and Gentile 

alike. The light is for everyone to use to see what they are to make of their lives. 

If Jesus can grow in his understanding of his work, then so can we. But, we need to make it a central task 

and one to which we must commit ourselves day by day.  

Step 2: So to return to the recipe for going to bed at night with a sense of a job well done where these 

thoughts began, we move into each day with a sense of direction: God is asking me to do something for 

God today. Who knows what it will be: a smile, a courteous word to a shop assistant, an act of kindness to 

a fellow road user allowing them room to merge, a text message, a phone call, a word of encouragement. 

Every human being is made in God’s image and likeness and these seemingly little things can be the 

moment of truth for them. Perhaps if you have taken this challenge on as a family, you could check out 

what family members have done that day. When you all wake up tomorrow, head out with the same 

question. You will be surprised at the results. 
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK   
(if you would like your loved one prayed for, please let us know so we can add them to the list) 
 

Your prayers are asked for Maree Friswell, Gerri & Colin Willison, Billy Corfield, John O’Brien, Basil 

Garner, Leon Garner, Peter Nicholls, Peter & Marie Corfield, Billy Balkin, Pat Hoolihan, Bob Eyears, 

Joanne Dodt, Michelle Newton, Mary Merrin, Joe Costello, Bruno Gabbana, and Fr Pat Dowd. 

 

Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask You to bless Your friends who are sick. 

Give them the strength in body, courage in spirit, and patience in pain. Let them recover their health, 

so that, restored to the parish community, they may joyfully praise Your Name, for You live and reign 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THANKS. 

Jim and Beryl Walker give heartfelt thanks to parishioners and friends for their prayerful support 

during the last few months. 

 Beryl is now on the road to recovery. Many thanks, and God bless you all. 

 

FOR THE DECEASED:   

 
Let us remember in our prayers those loved ones who died recently especially Bob Smith Lorne 
Maitland and Fr Joe McGeehan, and those whose anniversaries fall around this time. 
 

CHURCH UPDATES 

 
Our maximum number is still 50 at Sunday mass. If you wish to come, please contact the parish 
office to leave your contact details. Please let us know which mass you wish to come to: 10 am or 
5.30 pm. 
 
Newcomers will be allocated a seat. Remaining seats are allocated on drawing names from the 
sacred hat! Those who celebrated the previous week have one week off. After that, their names 
return for possible selection.  Late each week, the parish will contact those who have a seat. With 
5.30 pm mass for the time being, we have been able to welcome all who express an interest in 
coming. 
 
Mass is live streamed from St Patrick’s at 10 am so those allocated a seat are asked to be in the 
church by 9.30 am. Allow time to sanitise and sign in. Please bring your glasses: they make finding 
your name a little easier!! 
 
Fr Adrian acknowledges that this method of seat allocation is clumsy but it is the way to go while 
complying with the government regulations.  
 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE PARISH  

 
With Sunday masses suspended for the time being, please continue to support the parish 
financially. The ways to do this are: 
 
Use the envelopes and drop them off at the parish office. Those at Mass, can place their offerings 

in the baskets in front of the altar. 
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Arrange a direct debit from your financial institution to the parish 

Transfer funds electronically online. To make these transfers the details to use are: 
Gympie Parish BSB 064-786 Account Number 6531102 or BSB 064-786 Account Number 100017636. 
 
To make a deposit at a post office or bank branch use these details: BSB 064-000 Account 

Number 0032 5284. This is an open account unlike the closed account for electronic transfer. 

This is the main account for the Archdiocesan Development Fund (ADF). Ask the staff member you 

deal with to include an identifier. Experience has shown that some will not accept identifiers (I do 

not why. Those with banking experience may have an answer.) Staff at the ADF have assured me 

that even without an identifier they will know which account the deposit goes to. May I suggest you 

send an email to the parish with details of your deposit – date and amount to ensure our records of 

your assistance are accurate. 

http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/ 
 

The app for people to use to donate to the parish is 

being set up. Fr Adrian does not expect people to use this as their ordinary way of 

giving financial support as the fees reduce the amount the parish receives. The best 

way of support is direct debit as this works without extra charges. 

The Men's Afternoons are held on the Third Thursday of the Month from 12.45 pm until 2.45 
pm. Next is Thursday 20th August for transport assistance please contact the parish office, 5482 1213. 

 

WEBCAST CELEBRATIONS OF THE EUCHARIST AND OTHER PRAYERS 
 
ST PATRICK’S Sunday 10.00 am. Live stream: go to the Gympie parish website – 
www.stpatsgympie.net.au and click on the Facebook item at the top right of the screen.  
 
CATHEDRAL OF ST STEPHEN Live stream. www.archbne.org/bzw. 
Weekday mass: 8.00 am 
Sunday: 8.00 am and 10.00 am 
 
MASS ON TV Channel 10 6am each Sunday 

 

CATHOLIC LEADER 
With the recent announcement to suspend all Sunday and Saturday vigil Masses until further 
notice, you, our readers, will be unable to buy The Catholic Leader at parishes on weekends. So, we 
are making our digital newspaper free at our website, catholicleader.com.au. 
This digital newspaper will be free for readers to access until parishes reopen across the Brisbane 
archdiocese. It is our commitment to ensure that everybody has access to stories of connection, 
inspiration, and faith. 

 

PIETY STORE will be open 9am to 9.30am each Sunday 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/moP-CyojOMhk6wkCZY7-R?domain=parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
http://www.stpatsgympie.net.au/
http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
http://catholicleader.com.au/flipbook/qwertyuiop/
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/moP-CyojOMhk6wkCZY7-R?domain=parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
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Upcoming Event 
2020 Annual  Catholic Campaign  19-20 September 2020 
catholiccampaign.com.au or 3324 3200 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The resources can be found on the Liturgy Brisbane website at 
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-family-prayer/ and will be 
updated each week. 
 

 

https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-family-prayer/

