
ST PATRICK’S PARISH 
Mass centres: Gunalda, Gympie, Imbil, Kandanga, Kilkivan, Rainbow Beach, Tin Can Bay, Widgee 

 

As we gather we acknowledge the Gubbi Gubbi people and the Indigenous elders of this area, those who 
once lived here and into whose sacred space our forebears came, changing forever an older way of life 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish Staff: Parish Priest Fr Adrian Farrelly, Associate Pastor Fr Dominic Orih, Office Administration Mrs Anne 
Williams and Mrs Vi Brown, Parish Associate Mr Tom Bushell, Local Safeguarding Representative Mr Ian 
Laherty Ph. 0460 573 349, Pastoral Council Chair Mrs Maureen Rush, Finance Council Mr Ken Garner, 
Principals St Patrick’s Primary Ms Sue Geaney, St Patrick’s College Mr Mark Newton, Bernadette Feldman 
relieving Principal  
Contact details:  Office Phone:  07 5482 1213;  email: gympie@bne.catholic.net.au;  Mail:   PO Box 1, Gympie 
4570;   Parish website: www.stpatsgympie.net.au;  Facebook: St Patrick’s Catholic Parish Gympie 
 

 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time   Year A   6 September 2020 
Happy Fathers’ Day 

 

Parish News:  

Initiation into the Church: Jakson, Linda’s son, is initiated into the church today during the 10 am 

celebration of the Eucharist. Jakson will be baptised, confirmed and receive communion for the first time. 

He has prepared well so please keep him and his mother in your prayers. Well done, Jakson! 

Season of Creation: From 1 September to 4 October (the feast of St Francis of Assisi) Pope Francis asks us 

to make these weeks a Season of creation. He calls us to prayer, reflection and action towards the care of 

our common home, the planet Earth. For more information go to 

https://seasonofcreation.org/2020/04/30/catholics-and-the-season-of-creation/ 

Annual Catholic Campaign: The Campaign is scheduled for the weekend of 20 September 2020. More 

information next Sunday. 

Confirmations: Young brothers and sisters in Grade 3 and above who are baptised in the Catholic church 

can come forward to begin preparation for the sacrament of confirmation. Parents whose children are 

baptised in another Christian community would need to talk to Fr Adrian or Fr Dom to explore possibilities. 

Please hand in names as soon as possible to gympie@bne.catholic.net.au or phone 5482 1213. If at St 

Patrick’s Primary please give names to Mr Campbell. If at the college give names to Mrs Mooney. 

RCIA: If you, a family member or a friend, want to know more about the faith and the Catholic church 

contact the parish office: gympie@bne.catholic.net.au or phone 5482 1213. The RCIA journey ends with 

the celebration of the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night 3 April 2021. 

Social Justice Sunday: This was last Sunday. The statement from the bishops centres on mental health in 

Australia. You can access the statement and other material at 

https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2020/07/03/social-justice-statement-2020-21/ 

Eileen O’Connor: Eileen is on the road to being proclaimed a saint. She founded an order of religious 

women popularly known as the Brown Nurses or more correctly Our Lady’s Nurses of the Poor. They cared 

for the sick and dying poor in their homes. Injured as a 3 year old she only grew to 115cm tall and was in 

constant pain. She died just before her 29th birthday. Cards to assist you praying are near the door. 

 

 

mailto:gympie@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.stpatsgympie.net.au/
https://seasonofcreation.org/2020/04/30/catholics-and-the-season-of-creation/
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Father Dom’s Talk Series on Show Shalom World TV  

Earlier this year Fr Dom recorded 12 episodes of a talk series called “Your Dynamic Flow” with Shalom 

World Television dealing with questions of identity, suffering, death, purpose and what it means to be 

here.  The show will premiere on Shalom World website from the 7th of September. If you wish to watch 

the talk series please use the following link https://www.shalomworld.org/  and navigate your way to the 

shows. 

Our special thanks to Gladys and Vincent Brennan for allowing Fr Dom to use their property for the 

shooting of the talk series. 

Additional celebrations of the Eucharist: 
St Patrick’s Gympie:  Sunday 5.30 pm. Please register if you wish to participate at this time. 
St Therese Gunalda:  7.00 am 1st Sunday of the month Next Sunday 6 September 
St Peter the Fisherman Rainbow Beach:  7.00 am 3rd Sunday of the month. Next Sunday 20 September 
 
St Patrick’s 10.00 am live-streamed mass continues. Participants will continue to be drawn from the hat 
each week and those with a place will be notified. 
 
Masses in the other churches will be looked at in due course.  

 
Celebration of the Word 

 
THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 
 
Gathering of the Community 
 
Greeting 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Amen. 
 
Blessed be God, 
who enables us, through the Spirit, 
Bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Introductory Remarks 
Today, we, the people of God, 
gather to hear and respond to God's word, 
to return praise and thanks. 
We look forward to that day 
when we will once more celebrate the Eucharist, 
as Christ commanded us to do in his memory. 
Our community makes its worship 
in union with the Church throughout the world, 
with Francis our Pope, Mark our bishop, Ken His 
assistant, our pastors Father Adrian and Father 
Dominic who are unable to be with us. 
 

 
 
Opening Rite 
Before listening to the word, 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Lord Jesus, you were sent to heal the contrite: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

You came to call sinners: 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Christ, have mercy. 
 

You plead for us at the right hand of the Father: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Collect 
Let us pray. 
O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive 
adoption, 
look graciously upon your beloved sons and 
daughters, 
that those who believe in Christ 
may receive true freedom 
and an everlasting inheritance. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, 

https://www.shalomworld.org/
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one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
Procession of the Word of God 
May the Word of God always be heard in this 
place, 
as it unfolds the mystery of Christ before us 
and achieves our salvation within the Church. 
 
First Reading  Ezekiel 33:7-9 
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 
 
The word of the Lord was addressed to me as 
follows, 'Son of man, I have appointed you as 
sentry to the House of Israel. When you hear a 
word from my mouth, warn them in my name. If I 
say to a wicked man: Wicked wretch, you are to 
die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked man 
to renounce his ways, then he shall die for his sin, 
but I will hold you responsible for his death. If, 
however, you do warn a wicked man to renounce 
his ways and repent, and he does not repent, then 
he shall die for his sin, but you yourself will have 
saved your life.' 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm  Ps 94:1-2, 6-9 
 
R. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
Harden not your hearts. 
 
Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
with songs let us hail the Lord. R. 
Come in; let us bow and bend low; 
let us kneel before the God who made us 
for he is our God and we 
the people who belong to his pasture, 
the flock that is led by his hand. R. 
O that today you would listen to his voice! 
'Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my work.' R. 
 
Second Reading Romans 13:8-10 A reading from 
the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
 

Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual 
love. If you love your fellow men you have carried 
out your obligations. All the commandments: You 
shall not commit adultery, you shall not kill, you 
shall not steal, you shall not covet, and so on, are 
summed up in this single command: You must 
love your neighbour as yourself. Love is the one 
thing that cannot hurt your neighbour; that is why 
it is the answer to every one of the 
commandments. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  2 Corinthians 5:19 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to 
himself; 
and the Good News of reconciliation he has 
entrusted to us. 
Alleluia! 
Gospel Matthew 18:15-20 A reading from the 
holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Jesus said to his disciples: 'If your brother does 
something wrong, go and have it out with him 
alone, between your two selves. If he listens to 
you, you have won back your brother. If he does 
not listen, take one or two others along with you: 
the evidence of two or three witnesses is required 
to sustain any charge. But if he refuses to listen to 
these, report it to the community; and if he 
refuses to listen to the community, treat him like 
a pagan or a tax collector. 
'I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth 
shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever 
you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in 
heaven. 
'I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on 
earth agree to ask anything at all, it will be 
granted to you by my Father in heaven. For where 
two or three meet in my name, I shall be there 
with them.' 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily 
 
Profession of Faith 
In union with the whole Church, let us profess our 
faith. 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
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and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including 'the 
Virgin Mary', all bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
General Intercessions 
 
Presider: Let us join our voices and pray for each 
other's needs in Jesus' name. 
 
For the well-being of the holy Church of God and 
for the union of all Christians, let us pray to the 
Lord: 
 
For peace in the world and for the reconciliation 
of states and peoples, let us pray to the Lord: 
 
For the safety of students and teachers in our 
schools, let us pray to the Lord: 
 
For the healing of the sick, the feeding of the 
hungry and the consolation of the afflicted, let us 
pray to the Lord: 
 
For the eternal happiness of those who have died, 
especially N. and N., let us pray to the Lord: 
 
Presider: God of our salvation, hear our prayers 
and watch over us always. Guide us as your flock 
and keep us safe in your love. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Proclamation of Praise 
My soul glorifies the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her nothingness; 

henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
The Almighty works marvels for me. 
Holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
on those who fear him. 
He puts forth his arm in strength 
and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
and raises the lowly. 
He fills the starving with good things, 
sends the rich away empty. 
He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his sons forever. 
 
Lord's Prayer 
At the Saviour's command and formed by divine 
teaching, we dare to say: 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy, 
we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope 
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
 
Sign of Peace 
Let us seal our prayer with a sign of fellowship 
as we offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I 
cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace 
You as if You were already there and unite myself 
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wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 
You. Amen. 

 
THE CONCLUDING RITES 
 
Announcements  
 
Blessing 
May the God of hope fill us with every joy in 
believing. 
May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts. 

May the Holy Spirit enrich us with his gifts, 
now and for ever. 
 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Beloved friends, 

Today, Jakson will be fully initiated into the church by receiving the sacrament of Baptism, Confirmation and First Holy 

Communion as a member of our parish community.  

Jesus said in our Gospel today, “For where two or three meet in my name, I shall be there with them.” There is a sense 

of the indwelling presence of the Divine where two or three are gathered in God’s name. This is the bedrock of the 

church in its basic and raw nature, free from all the bureaucracy, grasping, tearing down, climbing the ladder, propping 

ourselves up, and systems of red tapes that cause disunity in a community. ‘Where two or three are gathered in God’s 

name’ is a typification of a community that emerges from right relationships built on love. I believe that love is the 

glue that binds a community together through right relationships. Where there is love, there are right relationships, 

which in turn creates a healthy community.    

St Paul writing to the Romans in our Second Reading tells us that the whole commandment is built on love. This love 

is the love that binds you with one another in a relationship. “You must love your neighbour as yourself.” Paul said, 

this “love is the one thing that cannot hurt your neighbour; that is why it is the answer to every one of the 

commandments.” This for me is the punch line for right relationships in a community. It is the base note rumbling at 

the heart of the church. If everything we are doing as a community where God inhabits is not founded on love of 

neighbour, oneself, and ultimately God, then God’s presence is existentially absent in such a community and I would 

say that such a community does not constitute a church.  

When Paul wrote to the Church in Rome, he encouraged them to only get into the debt of mutual love, because in 

loving one another, you’re carrying out your obligation. Love in this sense, becomes the antidote to the urge of killing 

one another in many of its disguised forms like backbiting, betraying, putting someone down, lying to someone, 

discriminating, falsely accusing someone, and gossiping. Speaking of gossiping, it feels incredibly wonderful when you 

gossip about someone only to see them face to face and then have this gnawing feeling eating you up on the inside 

that makes you feel like you have actually killed that person. This is why when you’re confronted about saying 

something bad about someone behind them, you feel like you want the ground to swallow you. At that time, you 

realise you were putting them down because you want to feel good about yourself. Like if you bring them down by 

‘just one click’, then you can elevate yourself and feel good that you are better than them. Operating through that 

lens is not only dangerous to your joy but dangerous to your community, and that is not the spirit of love and certainly 

not the Spirit of God, because God is love and anyone who lives in love, lives in God and God lives in them.  

This is why Jesus encouraged us in our Gospel reading today to talk to one another when we have any issues with 

them. We’re encouraged to go talk over the issue with them and resolve it. Jesus believed that it is so important to 

right relationships in a community that he encouraged us to go with someone else and talk to the person we have 

issues with, if our first attempt in talking over the issue with that person in question was futile. The person who 

accompanied us will be a witness to our effort in trying to build the bridge. There is this persistent attitude he 

encourages us to achieve, if we want to reconcile with one another whatever the issue might be. Jesus believed in 
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love as the foundation of every good thing. The easy way we always take is to talk about somebody behind their back 

to somebody else, and not with the person in question. We talk behind their back because we lack the courage to 

resolve the issue face to face with the person in an amicable way.  

So, my dear friends, may you realise that love is the energy that binds everything good. May this hold us together as 

one community, and model all of our actions and behaviours. As we welcome Jakson today who is receiving his full 

initiation into the church through Baptism, Confirmation and First Holy Communion, may this love inspire him as he 

becomes part of our community of faith. And may we all build right relationships in our community of love, knowing 

that Christ is in our midst as our Good Shepherd, Amen.  

 

A Blessing Prayer for Father’s Day           by Greg Sunter 

God of Kindness and Compassion, 
we are your children and you are Father to us all. 
We give honour and thanks to those who reflect your fatherly example: 

those who are dads and grandads; 
step-dads, foster dads, godfathers and fathers-in-law; 
those who are coaches, leaders and mentors; 
and those who are elders and wisdom-men of our communities. 

We look to these men for strength of body and strength of character. 
We look to them to pass on skills and pass on stories. 
We look to them to protect and provide. 
We look to them for care and compassion. 
We look to them to be co-creators and stewards of the world. 

For all those who embrace their role as father, we give thanks. 
For those who struggle with being fathers, give them strength. 
For those who are distanced from their children, give them comfort. 
For those who have passed from this world, give them peace. 

Bless these men that we call father. 
Bless them in their strength and in their weakness. 
Bless them in their joy and in their sorrow. 
Bless them in their work and in their play. 
And bless them, Father, for being fathers. 

We make this prayer through the one who taught us to call you Our Father: 
Your Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK   
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(if you would like your loved one prayed for, please let us know so we can add them to the list) 

 

Your prayers are asked for Maree Friswell, Gerri & Colin Willison, Billy Corfield, John O’Brien, Basil Garner, 

Leon Garner, Peter Nicholls, Peter & Marie Corfield, Billy Balkin, Pat Hoolihan, Bob Eyears, Joanne Dodt, 

Michelle Newton, Mary Merrin, Joe Costello, Bruno Gabbana, and Fr Pat Dowd. 
 

Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask You to bless Your friends who are sick. Give 

them the strength in body, courage in spirit, and patience in pain. Let them recover their health, so that, 

restored to the parish community, they may joyfully praise Your Name, for You live and reign forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

FOR THE DECEASED:   

 
Let us remember in our prayers those loved ones who died recently especially, and those whose 
anniversaries fall around this time. 
 
 

CHURCH UPDATES 

 
Our maximum number is 60 at Sunday mass. If you wish to come, please contact the parish office to leave 
your contact details. Please let us know which mass you wish to come to: 10 am or 5.30 pm. 
 
Newcomers will be allocated a seat. Remaining seats are allocated on drawing names from the sacred hat! 
Those who celebrated the previous week have one week off. After that, their names return for possible 
selection.  Late each week, the parish will contact those who have a seat. With 5.30 pm mass for the time 
being, we have been able to welcome all who express an interest in coming. 
 
Mass is live streamed from St Patrick’s at 10 am so those allocated a seat are asked to be in the church by 
9.30 am. Allow time to sanitise and sign in. Please bring your glasses: they make finding your name a little 
easier!! 
 
Fr Adrian acknowledges that this method of seat allocation is clumsy but it is the way to go while 
complying with the government regulations.  
 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE PARISH  

 
With Sunday masses suspended for the time being, please continue to support the parish financially. The 
ways to do this are: 
 

"If you have changed your weekly giving from envelopes to electronic transfer, please 

advise the Parish Office on 5482 1213 as not all names have been notified from the banking 

agencies" envelopes are now available for pick up from the back of the Church. 

Use the envelopes and drop them off at the parish office. Those at Mass, can place their offerings in the 

baskets in front of the altar. 

Arrange a direct debit from your financial institution to the parish 

Transfer funds electronically online. To make these transfers the details to use are: 
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Gympie Parish BSB 064-786 Account Number 6531102 or BSB 064-786 Account Number 100017636. 
 
To make a deposit at a post office or bank branch use these details: BSB 064-000 Account Number 0032 

5284. This is an open account unlike the closed account for electronic transfer. 

This is the main account for the Archdiocesan Development Fund (ADF). Ask the staff member you deal 

with to include an identifier. Experience has shown that some will not accept identifiers (I do not why. 

Those with banking experience may have an answer.) Staff at the ADF have assured me that even without 

an identifier they will know which account the deposit goes to. May I suggest you send an email to the 

parish with details of your deposit – date and amount to ensure our records of your assistance are 

accurate. 

http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/ 
 

The app for people to use to donate to the parish is being 

set up. Fr Adrian does not expect people to use this as their ordinary way of giving 

financial support as the fees reduce the amount the parish receives. The best way of 

support is direct debit as this works without extra charges. 

The Men's Afternoons are held on the Third Thursday of the Month from 12.45 pm until 2.45 pm. Next is 
Thursday 17th September for transport assistance please contact the parish office, 5482 1213. 

 

 

WEBCAST CELEBRATIONS OF THE EUCHARIST AND OTHER PRAYERS 
ST PATRICK’S Sunday 10.00 am. Live stream: go to the Gympie parish website – www.stpatsgympie.net.au 
and click on the Facebook item at the top right of the screen.  
 
CATHEDRAL OF ST STEPHEN Live stream. www.archbne.org/bzw. 
Weekday mass: 8.00 am 
Sunday: 8.00 am and 10.00 am 
 
MASS ON TV Channel 10 6am each Sunday 

 

CATHOLIC LEADER 
With the recent announcement to suspend all Sunday and Saturday vigil Masses until further notice, you, 
our readers, will be unable to buy The Catholic Leader at parishes on weekends. So, we are making our 
digital newspaper free at our website, catholicleader.com.au. 
This digital newspaper will be free for readers to access until parishes reopen across the Brisbane 
archdiocese. It is our commitment to ensure that everybody has access to stories of connection, 
inspiration, and faith. 

 
 

PIETY STORE will be open 9am to 9.30am each Sunday 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/moP-CyojOMhk6wkCZY7-R?domain=parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
http://www.stpatsgympie.net.au/
http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
http://catholicleader.com.au/flipbook/qwertyuiop/
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/moP-CyojOMhk6wkCZY7-R?domain=parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
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Upcoming Event 

 

Link video to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DE3U4WUWCxQ 

Our parish is supporting the Annual Catholic Campaign this year because we know how hard it has been for many in 

our community. Though prayer and action, we can be a blessing to those in real need. If you are able, and would like 

to make a donation, you can do so online at: https://bit.ly/3leak6d 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The resources can be found on the Liturgy Brisbane website at 
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-family-prayer/ and will be updated 
each week. 
 

Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass 

COVID restrictions are preventing the celebration of the Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass, held 

each year at the Cathedral of St Stephen, in the usual way.  However, on Saturday 26th 

September at the 11.30am Mass, Archbishop Mark will celebrate Mass for the special intentions of 

all couples celebrating 50 years or more of marriage.  Attendance of Mass at the Cathedral is 

restricted to 132, if however, any couple celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary are in 

good health and wish to attend the Mass in person, please contact the Cathedral office on 3324 

3030 or register on-line via the Cathedral 

website:  https://www.cathedralofststephen.org.au/mass--reconciliation-times.html  

The Mass will be live-streamed via the Cathedral website for those who are unable to attend in 

person. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DE3U4WUWCxQ
https://bit.ly/3leak6d
https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-family-prayer/
https://www.cathedralofststephen.org.au/mass--reconciliation-times.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DE3U4WUWCxQ
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