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Third Sunday of Easter Year A 26th April 
2020 

Beloved Friends, 
 

It seems that there is a lot that happens “on the way”. 
For Jesus, most of his miracles and teachings took place 
when he was going somewhere. It seems that as he 
journeys on his way, he takes people with him on a 
journey that symbolically changes their life forever. This 
seems to be the pattern even after his resurrection which 
reaffirms his promise that he will always be with his 
people every step of the way. I believe, that is the 
extraordinary message of the encounter of the two 
disciples on their way to Emmaus in our Gospel reading 
today. God journeys with us every step of the way 
even when we fail to recognise his presence.  
 

The two disciples of Jesus were on their way to 
Emmaus, away from Jerusalem where Jesus was killed as 
the bible relates. They were heading in the other 
direction and then Jesus joined them on their journey as 
they talked about what had happened in the last couple 
of days. They didn’t recognise Jesus when he asked them 
what they were talking about.  One of them, Cleopas by 
name said to Jesus that he must be the only one in 
Jerusalem who doesn’t know what has been happening 
in Jerusalem in the last few days.  I found that very funny 
that they were telling Jesus the Christ that he didn’t know 
about what happened to “Jesus of Nazareth” in the last 
couple of days. Sometimes we undermine people 
because of how they appear to us. And yet Jesus kept 
walking with them, because sometimes it’s not about 

what we know but what God knows about us and 
wants to do through us.  
 

The bible said that when they reached their destination 
Jesus made as if to go on. I find this very fascinating, 
because when God is walking with us, God takes us far 
beyond from where we thought our destination would be. 
I believe that God is taking us on a journey at this time 
of the pandemic. At this uncertain time of the 
Coronavirus, God is taking us on a journey that we 
reveal a lot of things to us about our own life, our world, 
our earth, our relationship with one another and with 
God, and ultimately about with it means to be human in 
a human world. We never know what is being revealed 
to us when we are in the journey it seems, just as the 
two disciples were unable to recognise Jesus in their 
journey with him.  
 

As they beckoned Jesus to stay for dinner as it was 
getting late, Jesus stayed. When they were seated at the 
table, Jesus took bread, said the blessings and broke it 
and handed it to them. In a way, Jesus who was invited 
to their home then became the host who breaks the 
bread. This reminds me of the saying that goes like this: 
be careful when you invite Jesus to your home because he might 
take control of everything. As Jesus breaks bread and gave it 
to them, their eyes were opened but then he vanished 
before them. As they began to reflect on their encounter 
with Jesus and what he said to them, they cannot but 
delight in it as an experience that changed the way they 
saw everything. They realised that Jesus has been with 
them every step of the way, and they said, “Did not our 
hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road and 
explained the scriptures to us?”  
 

Of course, their hearts burned with the fire of God’s 
love, of course the spirit of God that dwelt within them 
was roused up to give them hope. Because that’s what God 
does, that’s who God is. Even in the most unhopeful time 
that they were living in, something within them was 
woken up and they started entertaining the notion that 
everything will be okay again; that the death of Jesus is 
not the end but the beginning of a new way of ordering 
the world. It is fascinating that they were only able to 
know this when they looked back on their experiences, 
to their encounter with Jesus, that they realised that God 
had been there with them every step of the way.  
 

I believe so much that God is walking with us right now 
on our way to Emmaus; where we are feeling lost that 
everything is over and dead. All of us have our Emmaus 
journey. With our faces down walking away from 
Jerusalem the place of hope to Emmaus feeling like it is 
over, God is walking with us right now revealing his 
presence bit by bit, telling us, it’s not over yet. There’s 
still hope for the world, for our communities, for our 
family and for ourselves, even when this pandemic 
seems to make us have the posture of the heart that 
everything is lost. Yes, things may not go back to the 
way they used to be, but things could turn out to be 
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much better than we could ever have imagined. Now, 
when we look back to the experience and growth and 
transformation that this period has forced us to 
experience in our solitude of staying home, we could say 
like these two disciples – “Did not our hearts burn 
within us….” And that is my prayer for all us at this time, 
and especially when this pandemic is over.  
 

And may God bless you!    
     Fr. Dom. 
CELEBRATION OF THE LITURGY OF THE 
WORD AT HOME 
 

Greeting 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Amen. 
 

Blessed be God, 
who enables us, through the Spirit, 
Bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Today, we the people of God 
gather to hear and respond to God's word, 
to give God praise and thanks. 
We look forward to that day 
when we will again celebrate the Eucharist, 
as Christ commanded us to do in his memory. 
Our community worships in union with the whole 
Church, with Francis our Pope, Mark our bishop, Ken 
his assistant, and with our brothers and sisters in 
neighbouring parishes. 
 

Opening Rite 
Gathered together in Christ, 
let us ask forgiveness with confidence, 
for God is full of gentleness and compassion. 
Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

For we have sinned against you. 
 

Show us your steadfast love, O God. 
 
And grant us your salvation. 
 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 
 
Amen. 
 
Collect 
Let us pray. 
May your people exult for ever, O God, 
in renewed youthfulness of spirit, 
so that, rejoicing now in the restored glory of our 
adoption, we may look forward in confident hope 
to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 
Amen. 
 
Procession of the Word of God 
May the Word of God always be heard in this place, 
as it unfolds the mystery of Christ before us 
and achieves our salvation within the Church. 
First Reading  Acts 2:14, 22-33 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 
On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven 
and addressed the crowd in a loud voice: 'Men of Israel, 
listen to what I am going to say: Jesus the Nazarene was 
a man commended to you by God by the miracles and 
portents and signs that God worked through him when 
he was among you, as you all know. This man, who was 
put into your power by the deliberate intention and 
foreknowledge of God, you took and had crucified by 
men outside the Law. You killed him, but God raised 
him to life, freeing him from the pangs of Hades; for it 
was impossible for him to be held in its power since, as 
David says of him: 
I saw the Lord before me always, 
for with him at my right hand nothing can shake me. 
So my heart was glad 
and my tongue cried out with joy: 
my body, too, will rest in the hope 
that you will not abandon my soul to Hades 
nor allow your holy one to experience corruption. 
You have made known the way of life to me, 
you will fill me with gladness through your presence.' 
'Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David 
himself is dead and buried: his tomb is still with us. But 
since he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn 
him an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him 
on the throne, what he foresaw and spoke about was the 
resurrection of the Christ: he is the one who was not 
abandoned to Hades, and whose body did not 
experience corruption. God raised this man Jesus to life, 
and all of us are witness to that. Now raised to the 
heights by God's right hand, he has received from the 
Father the Holy Spirit, who was promised, and what you 
see and hear is the outpouring of that Spirit.' 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 15:1-2, 5, 7-11 
R. Lord, you will show us the path of life. 
 

Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. 
I say to the Lord: 'You are my God. 
O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; 
it is you yourself who are my prize.' R. 
I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, 
who even at night directs my heart. 



I keep the Lord ever in my sight: 
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. R. 
And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; 
even my body shall rest in safety. 
For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 
nor let your beloved know decay. R. 
You will show me the path of life, 
and the fullness of joy in your presence, 
at your right hand happiness for ever. R. 
Second Reading 
1 Peter 1:17-21 
A reading from the first letter of St Peter 
 
If you are acknowledging as your Father one who has 
no favourites and judges everyone according to what he 
has done, you must be scrupulously careful as long as 
you are living away from your home. Remember, the 
ransom that was paid to free you from the useless way 
of life your ancestors handed down was not paid in 
anything corruptible, neither in silver nor gold, but in 
the precious blood of a lamb without spot or stain, 
namely Christ; who, though known since before the 
world was made, has been revealed only in our time, the 
end of the ages, for your sake. Through him you now 
have faith in God, who raised him from the dead and 
gave him glory for that very reason - so that you would 
have faith and hope in God. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
cf Luke 24:32 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us: 
make our hearts burn with love when you speak. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel 
Luke 24:13-35 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
 
Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a 
village called Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem, and 
they were talking together about all that had happened. 
Now as they talked this over, Jesus himself came up and 
walked by their side; but something prevented them 
from recognising him. He said to them, 'What matters 
are you discussing as you walk along?' They stopped 
short, their faces downcast. 
Then one of them, called Cleopas answered him, 'You 
must be the only person staying in Jerusalem who does 
not know the things that have been happening there 
these last few days.' 'What things?' he asked. 'All about 
Jesus of Nazareth' they answered 'who proved he was a 
great prophet by the things he said and did in the sight 
of God and of the whole people; and how our chief 
priests and our leaders handed him over to be sentenced 
to death, and had him crucified. Our own hope had been 
that he would be the one to set Israel free. And this is 

not all: two whole days have gone by since it all 
happened; and some women from our group have 
astounded us: they went to the tomb in the early 
morning, and when they did not find the body, they 
came back to tell us they had seen a vision of angels who 
declared he was alive. Some of our friends went to the 
tomb and found everything exactly as the women had 
reported, but of him they saw nothing.' 
Then he said to them, 'You foolish men! So slow to 
believe the full message of the prophets! Was it not 
ordained that the Christ should suffer and so enter into 
his glory?' Then, starting with Moses and going through 
all the prophets, he explained to them the passages 
throughout the scriptures that were about himself. 
When they drew near to the village to which they were 
going, he made as if to go on; but they pressed him to 
stay with them. 'It is nearly evening' they said 'and the 
day is almost over.' So he went in to stay with them. 
Now while he was with them at the table, he took the 
bread and said the blessing; then he broke it and handed 
it to them. And their eyes were opened and they 
recognised him; but he had vanished from their sight. 
Then they said to each other, 'Did not our hearts burn 
within us as he talked to us on the road and explained 
the scriptures to us?' 
They set out that instant and returned to Jerusalem. 
There they found the Eleven assembled together with 
their companions, who said to them, 'Yes it is true, The 
Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.' Then they 
told their story of what had happened on the road and 
how they had recognised him at the breaking of bread. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Homily (recording) 
 

Profession of Faith 
In union with the whole Church, let us profess our faith. 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including 'the Virgin 
Mary', all bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 



and life everlasting. Amen. 
General Intercessions 
 

Celebrant: Keeping the love of the Father ever in our 
sight, we come together to pray for our holy church, the 
poor, and those who do not understand the meaning of 
Christ’s resurrection. 
 

1. For our spiritual leaders within the Church: that 
they will continue to find peace and 
revitalisation during this Easter season. 
    Lord, hear us! 
 

2. For teachers, parents & students: may they be 
given the strength to cope with changes to 
learning as we go forward in this changing world 
through and after the Caronia virus pandemic. 
    Lord, hear us!  
 

3. For the civil leaders of the world, that their 
hearts may be opened to do good for the good 
of all and especially for the oppressed and 
suffering people.  Lord, hear us! 
 

4. For all who are isolated and rejected as strangers 
because of race, creed or colour that others may 
recognise their God-given dignity.  
    Lord, hear us!  
 

5. For those we know who are sick especially John 
O’Brien & unable to be with us especially now 
that we have to stay home: may we become 
aware of our connection with one another as 
children of God and live the resurrection spirit 
even at this uncertain time. Lord, hear us!  
 

6. For all of us who have been affected by the 
coronavirus pandemic at this time: may God 
protect us especially all those working in the 
frontlines and all those who have made sacrifices 
in the battling of this virus. We pray that God 
will heal those affected, grant solace to the 
afflicted, heal our land and restore us wholly 
again.    Lord, hear us! 
 

7. For the deceased: and all those who have died in 
the world as a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic; members of our own families and 
parish, and all those who mourn: may they rest 
in peace.  Lord, hear us! 
 

Celebrant: Loving God, we ask you to hear and answer 
our prayers, made in the name of your Son and in faith, 
through Christ our Lord. 
 

Proclamation of Praise 
My soul glorifies the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her nothingness; 
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
The Almighty works marvels for me. 

Holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
on those who fear him. 
He puts forth his arm in strength 
and scatters the proud-hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones 
and raises the lowly. 
He fills the starving with good things, 
sends the rich away empty. 
He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy, 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his sons forever. 
 

Lord's Prayer 
At the Saviour's command and formed by divine 
teaching, we dare to say: 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy, 
we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope 
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
 

Sign of Peace 
Let us seal our prayer with a sign of fellowship 
as we offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion My Jesus, I believe that 

You are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I long for You in my soul. Since I cannot 

now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually 

into my heart. As though You have already come, I 

embrace You and unite myself entirely to You; never 

permit me to be separated from You. 
 
 
THE CONCLUDING RITES 
Blessing 



May the God of hope fill us with every joy in believing. 
May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts. 
May the Holy Spirit enrich us with his gifts, 
now and for ever. 
 

Amen. 
Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
___________________________________________________ 



 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE PARISH  
With Sunday masses suspended for the time being, please make your offering at the parish office or make arrangements 
with your financial institution for electronic transfer of funds.  
 
The parish details for such arrangements are:  
Gympie Parish BSB 064-786 Account number 6531102.   
Or BSB 064-786 Account number 100017636 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
WEBCAST CELEBRATIONS OF THE EUCHARIST AND OTHER PRAYERS 
 
ST PATRICK’S Sunday 10.00 am. Live stream: go to the Gympie parish website – www.stpatsgympie.net.au and click 
on the Facebook item at the top right of the screen.  
 
CATHEDRAL OF ST STEPHEN Live stream. www.archbne.org/bzw. 
Weekday mass: 8.00 am 
Sunday: 8.00 am and 10.00 am 
 
CATHOLIC LEADER 

With the recent announcement to suspend all Sunday and Saturday vigil Masses until further notice, you, our readers, 
will be unable to buy The Catholic Leader at parishes on weekends. So, we are making our digital newspaper free at 
our website, catholicleader.com.au. 
 
This digital newspaper will be free for readers to access until parishes reopen across the Brisbane archdiocese. It is 
our commitment to ensure that everybody has access to stories of connection, inspiration, and faith. 
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MAKING THE MOST OF LIVE STREAMED CELEBRATIONS 
 
This is something that is worth doing as you participate in the live-streaming of masses via Facebook. The rituals 
help you to stay connected with the mystery of the Eucharist as we celebrate it. As this is Easter season, decorating a 
table as an altar with white cloths would be wonderful. As the seasons go and the colours of the seasons change, you 
can keep using white cloths to decorate or cover a table you set up as an altar if you don’t have a cloth with the 
colour of the season. The intention is that you participate in the celebration of the mass and not just watch it as a 
show you would watch on a television, your computer, phone or on a tablet. 
 

 

 

 

 


